Make it at Home
Sometimes it’s not possible to g0 to the store when
your child is having diarrhea. And of course you don’t
want your precious one to get dehydrated. So here is
the recipe for ORS.
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ed by Esther Lazarson of New York, is now in
it’s 19" phase. The recent report indicates that
they have installed 7 new tubewells serving an 3
additional 1250 people, 300 of them children. ;%;:%ﬁnéeggiﬁé }g,)::n? '
Three of the wells were financed by Maryland ceraproducts.com.
Presbyterian Church. These folks all live within But you can’t beat the price for the home-made!
50 meters of the wells, and so carrying pots on
their heads, leaving their toddlers tied to bed-
posts, and walking to the dirty water river is not
necessary any more and they are very grateful.
The total number served now since the project
began in 2003 is over 40,000. Some of the funds

:5' place the amount of fluid lost.
« Banana or other non-

» sweetened mashed fruit can
help provide potassium.

N

also. Pedialyte is readily
available, or we would like

. e

Feed even if the child is % Oral Rehydration Solution &

vomiting, just give by % » 1% tablespoons of granulated ?

spoonful, a little at a time. ¥ 3 Zszga; i :

And continue to breastfeed. '::'. e é’ » Sav;:a G 3

A gOOd Suggestion is to :: lnstructi(;nsj g

3 : = = Mix well sugar, water, and salt &

EPRC, Bangladesh: This water project, fund-  have a supply of ready p ok e :
g . 5 = together. Drink enough to re- :':
made ORS on hand :
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Saving Babies
SAVE, Bangladesh, has .
trained midwives to facilitate
safe deliveries. The service is
very much appreciated by the

were used to install latrines .for very poor fami- Government Health Depart-

lies to prevent open defecation. Other EPTC ment and they are cooperat-

funds were used to continue classes for school ing. They have provided 6

children unassisted by the government and for training sessions with 25 mid- :

education of women since they were now free wives in each session, also  4n article the

from carrying water from the river. A volunteer providing them with delivery G e e S
group from each option area, called Women for Kits. Then these trained mid-  £%P%". ©. poster.
Environment and Livelihood (WEL) was wives continued to instruct

others and they have noticed a reduction in infant and

formed to overlook care of the tubewells as well :
maternal mortality.

as being instructed in sanitation and health.
One Program, Ten Years Later, Hundreds of Lives Changed.

¥  The Child Health Foundation gave a $5,000.00 one-time grant to a Nigerian initiative in

8 2006 that promotes healthy practices. The Sweet Mother program has reached nearly 2,000
| women and is still going strong. This is what CHF does.

). The following is from a 2008 newsletter. v
l| Eclipse Development Initiatives finalized their Sweet Mother Program, empowering parents

| and families with knowledge, resources, skills and behavior to ensure safe motherhood,

healthy children and a good start in life for newborns. They used counseling sessions and vis-

ual and auditory aids to promote breastfeeding, immunizations, and oral rehydration therapy, &
and treated bed nets to prevent malaria.

All reports herein are available on our website and
more complete reports can be sent to you if you re-
quest them.

gi%Children’s Medical & Research T
.

- Charities of America
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non-governmental
organisation, Eclipse De
velopment Initiatives

(EDI), has concluded a 2-

day trainin, Eggmmme for some
incﬁgms ogf / Arejogbo com-
munity inIfako Jjaye Govern-

ment area of Lagos State in its de-
termined efforts to increase aware-
ness on the dreaded disease of
HIV/ AIDSin various communities
in the state.

According to the Executive Di-
rector of EDI, M. Henry Ofurine,

e p e was held in con-
junction with the Community De-
velopment Association of a
communityand iefs-in-coun-

| il of the community.
“Our intention is to train anima-
tors who will go out and spread

rg
'HIV/AIDS |
awareness ,,
training “AF
programme

awarenessabout HIV /AIDSand its
devastating effect on the sodety. So,
it's a kmclg of “train the trainers’
rogramme and we were very de-
Eghhed atthetumoutof participants
attheevent. Those we trained at the
event will later go out and spread
awareness on the devastating effect
of the dreaded disease of 7t
" Mr. Ofurine noted.
Hesaid-that theeventwhich took
place at the palace of Baale of Saala
idu‘ie:l;o onHIV/AIDS, film
ows showcasing the experience
of four individuals living with HIV,
role plays, games, as well as ques-
tions and answers session.
“Our aim is to a te efforts
g:]i\i/sh ing the dreaded disease of
/ , hence the need to train
those who will go out and spread
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* The baale and chiefs of Saala community pose for a group photograph with the participants after the training programme.

time bomb at.
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ince the inauguration of
the current House of As
«/sembly in Lagos State,
there has been very cordial

relationship between the ex-

ecutive arm and its legisla-
‘tive counterpart in the state.
Governor Bola Ahmed

Tinubu (BAT) does not have
| to worry about the lawmak-

ers whénever he wants any
bill or amendment to go
‘ through in the house of as-
sembly. All he just needs is

summon the leadership of
the house, present his case

and before one could say
Jack Robinson the house
~would hasten to do the bid-
ding of the governor.
© Some will like to call the

Lagos State House of Assem- *

bly the rubber stamp of the

overnor while others will

just s:}' that the lawmakers
. are only trying to maintain

cordial relationship with the
- councils.

state government. But the

fact remains that the gover-

nor always has his ways with
the Lagos lawmakers. Right
from the election of principal
officers in the house to the is-
sue of amending the local
government law of the state
to reflect the old 20 local gov-

ernments and 37 additional -
local development councils
in the state, BAT usually had

his ways.

But that seeming, friend-

“ ship appears to be heading
for the rocks. The lawmakers
are grumbling and ‘Adan’,
sorry, Tinubu, should better
take notice of this grumbling.
Somebody told me that some
of the lawmakers are not

hapgﬁrs that almost three
months after the Federal Gov-
ernment had released N20 bil-
lion out of the N34 billion
seized in the wake of the con-
troversy surrounding the sei-
zure of allocation to local gov-

_ernments in Lagos State, the

state government has not
said anything regarding the
distribution of the monez,
The aggrieved lawmakers
are also wondering what the
state government has done
with the allocation for local

_governments since August

when the Bola Ajibola-led El-
ders’” Committee brokered a

“truce between the Federal

and Lagos State governments
on the allocation seizure is-

-sue. They noted that the Fed-

eral Government has been re-
leasing monthly allocation to
the local governments in the
state since August, but noth-
ing has been given to the

Yours truly learnt that
these lawmakers are set for a
serious showdown with the

~state government as they

want to know what the
Tinubu administration has
been doing with the money
in its coffers when local gov-
ernments and local develop-
ment councils in the state are
crying seriously over lack of
funds for developmental

; p:%ects. :

hile we await the re-
sponse of BAT to this, we
want to advise that the com-
batants should thread softly,
otherwise this time bomb
will explode and it is capable
of blowing everybody away.

awareness on the diseasein the vari-
ous communities in the it
the EDI executive director told our
QO lent.

28 animators chosen from the
Saala community were trained in
the e durin e;vhjch the

articipants were gui throu,

e formulation §;” action plans

meant to be used to spread aware-

ness on HIV/ AIDS in the commu--

nity.
ty’We are planning a follow up

gogrammeonthisandihsat&us
llow up pr e we will ex-
amine how ive the animators
have been in the community,” Mr.
Ofurine said.

The closing events of the
e ek o it

e Baale o a co ity,
Chief PA. Baj and the d\as?:
man of the a CDA, Prince
Olatokun.

The EDI executive director told
our correspondent that the NGO
was formed to provide integrated

development programmes and ser-
vices foFr’youths, womenand vulner-
able groups through information,
edumﬁﬁn and communication for
decent living and sense of dignity.
The NG(;Iils]g community baseﬂmt
is, the focus of attention is devel
ment of various communities in
state.

Itu Agan villagers resist
sales of 402 hectares of land

* Sue oil company

eTinubu

Farmland tears Ikorodu
chieftaincy family apart

farmland of several hectares

said to be the property of the

derufi Chieftaincy Fam-

ily in Ikorodu area of Lagos State

is now a subject of dispute among

members of the fam‘isf;;eading to

theinstitution of anumber of court

cases and sending of petition to the

Inspector-General of Police (IGP)
Mr. Sunday Ehindero.

Inoneof the petitions addressed
to the IGP dated 24th October 2005
and si on behalf of one Y. A.
Adeleke from the chambers of Y.
A.Adeleke & Co, the family mem-
bers explained that the family is a
land owning family with six

“Theshxbarches they explained
esixbranches, in
further, had from time izgnemo-
rial exercised the right of owner-
ship jointly on a parcel of land that
ran into several hectares without

11 is obviously not well with
members of theItu Agancom-

unity located in uwo-
Odofin Local Government area of
Lagos State. The sleepy ‘riverine’
community has in the last few
weeks been in the news, no

to a quit notice said to have been
issued to thousands of residents of
the community by an oil company.

According to the villagers, the
management of Oil Fields Inte-
Logistics Support Services
Eﬁﬁted served ﬁ\enlzgvolth eviction
notices, pointing out that they had
otalease of the402 hectares of land
m the Onisiwo Royal Family of
Lagos for 60 years. '
p@ku}g’ through their ‘baale,’
Chief Lot Ikuesan, the villagers in-
sisted that though they’ve never re-
ally felt the presence of the govern-

let or hindrance or disturbance
from anybody whatsoever.

They, however, said that prob-
lem started in 1994 when one of
them, Lateef Isikalu, revolted
ﬁinst the commonand long time
inherited tradition of joint exercise
of control and insisted he wanted
to be single handedly responsible
for the inistration of the fam-

iy land.
Although the act was resisted
evenby all the branches including
the one Mr. Isikalu hailed from,
i use now is that the resis-
tance has become the h}z]u'b
hardship, o }lxess:o m, hi d-
edness, E\eas% less police detention
and harassment, threat to life
among other untoward treatments
ing meted out to them.
e family members also al-
leged that sometime in 2003 they

rof

ggt in their locality, something
are not complaining about,
they would, howev]?zll;m:sfist with
the'last drop of their blood an at-
tempt to take overa place thathad
served as their homes for many

years.
The Itu Agan villagers who are
Tlajes by tribe are also vehemently

opposed to attempt to relocate
ﬂlf;mmarmrbysetgﬂxm’Mon-
key Village” =
“Itisdisruption to our.existence.
It amounts to starting from the

scratch again, which we are not
pxeparef?g" do. We don't even
want their com tion. We are
quitesatisfied with our ways of life
here. You see, we have invested so
mudcr here and we can’t abandon
all these now;” an angry villa;

told ‘Grassroots Platform.” %

were arrested by the Monitorin,
Unit, Ikejaand detained. Whilein
detention, some people aided by
thugs numbering about 50 led by
some uniformed men believed to
be from the Ikorodu Police Station,
went to the land in dispute, alleg-
edly held the villagers hostage
and destroyed belongings wor
several millions of naira.

‘While noting that these actions
were carried out without a valid
court order, the Aruderufi fam-
ily members called on the police
IGP to use his good office to call
his men to order. .

“The matters are before courts
of comgetent jurisdiction. It is
advisable we await courts’ judg-
ments rather than the use of po-
lice officers to subjugate a’ lis
pendis,” ” the petition con-
cluded.

The villa, aj not leavin,
anything mgmancmrey have ﬁ]E§
asuitata Lagos High Court praying
the court to determine whether or
not the company’s claim over-the
land is va]ch iven the Land Acts
Number 52 of 1993 and the Inland
Waterways Authority Act Number
130f1997. .

Although the nexthearing date of
the suit is November 8, 2005, the vil-
lagers are, however, not sleeping
with their two eyes dosed as they
have made passionate appeal to the
authority at the federal, state and lo-
cal levels to come to their aid and en-
sure that they are not driven out of
their abode unceremoniously.

Ttu Agan lies between the Atlan-
tic Ocean and the Lagoon in Lagos
State from Tomaro Village in
Amuwo-Odofin Local Government
and Abagbo Village beside NPA
Light House in Eti-Osa Local Gov-
emment.

eEhindero.
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University of Ibadan, Dept. of Nutrition (2009
Grant) used their grant to educate pregnant mothers
on exclusive breastfeeding, immunizations, and
micronutrients. Four rural areas were selected for the
project, reaching 5,000 people.

The project was divided into 3 phases. First a survey was done involving 339
mother/child pairs. Then the nutrition education phase which used innovative
methods such as drama, focused group discussions, audio-visuals, and posters
such as the one above. The 3rd phase was a monitor of growth.

Education focused on teaching pregnant and Ilactating mothers exclusive
breastfeeding, immunization, micronutrient supplement availability and sources,
hygienic environment and the provision of care for their children, using
community drama, focused group discussions and audio visuals in their local
dialects.

They also provided skills training for 50 women for income dgeneration to
overcome poverty. We are pleased with this very fine report and the
accomplishments.

Eclipse Development Initiatives (2006 grant) finalized
their Sweet Mother Program, empowering parents and
families with knowledge, resources, skills and behavior to
ensure safe motherhood, healthy children and a good start
in life for newborns. They used counseling sessions and
visual and auditory aids to promote breastfeeding,
immunizations, and oral rehydration therapy, and treated
bed nets to prevent malaria.

See newsletter 2/08 for more description of this very
successful project.
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